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A PARODY 
On a part of “Tract No, 4,” published by the 
Nassau Hall Tract Society : 
Princeton, N. J. 


No benevolent being delights in the suffer- 
ing of others, for its own sake: hence, though 
it is one of the clearest dictates of reason that 
sim should be punished, it is equally as clear 
that punishment should not be endless. Men 
who pay due attention to the Scriptures 
cannot differ widely in opinion, as to what sin 
is; for we are expressly told that, sin is the 
transgression of the law; and, where there is 
no law, there is no transgression. 

But every one sees and feels the propriety 
_ of punishing crimes, which he acknowledges to 

be such, in proportion to their evil desert. And 

as all sinful acts are not equal in malignity or 
’ turpitude, it will be agreed by all, that in jus- 
tice and equity, every one ought to receive 
according to his deeds; and that he whose sins 
are jess, should not receive equally with him, 
whose sins are greater: and this comparison of 
sins, which admits that one is greater than the 
other, is proof positive that neither of them is 
infinite—as, between finiie and infinite, there is 
no comparison;—and, consequently, neither 
can deserve infinite punishment. 

Whether the end of punishnient is alwaysthe 
good of the sufferer, is disputed by some; and 
so is every other sound proposition, not except- 
ing the mission of Christ and the existence of! 
God. But all punishinent inflicted by an infi-' 
nitely wise and benevclent Being, must result in | 
benevclent ends, or we have no sure criterion, | 
by which to aistingnish between the designs of| 
benevolence and those of malevolence. On this 
point, it may here be-observed that that intui- 
tive perception, which exists in every unpreju- 
diced, dispassionate mind, ef the conne «ion be-| 
tween sin and punishment, has special respect, | 
in every case whatever, to the go 1d of the guil-| 
ty person, in the same degree in which the 
prevention of crime aud the reformation of the 
sinner, are desired. Punishment, it is true, is 
some pain or loss of happiness to the being who 
endures it; but this does not prove its eternity, | 
unless we admit that every being, who is pun-| 
ished, is of course endlessly miserable! It may | 
Le emendatory or salutary; as the medical ap- 
plication which occasions exquisite pain, may 
be essential to the patient’s recovery. But 
suffering which brings no good, but injury, to 
the sufferer, cannot be called punishment ina 
strict sense; but torture or cruel torment, such 
as a savage or blood-thirsty monster\would in- 
flict. ™ 

| The genuine feelings of nature, experienced 
by men in all countries, and in all ages, are, 
that iniquity ought to be punished; but no one, 
in his dispassionate judgment, is conscious that 
these feelings are excited by a wish to augment 
the wickedness, and perpetuate the sufferings 
of the guilty person. The ‘ruth is that, as im- 
perfect creatures, we do not always regard the 
welfare of the being who is considered as de- 


serving punishment; owing to the mind’s acting 
{rom the impulse of the moment, or from im- 
proper irritation. But, not so with God; he is 
never the subject of disturbed and misdirected 
passions, and can, therefore, consult the ulti- 
mate felicity of the sinner, though under his 
righteous judgment, the happiness of the suflerer 
is lessened, to the extent of his guilt, 

Although we have no precise standard of the 
degree of punishment, which any man deserves, 
yet, of one thing we are morally certain, viz. 
that no being deserves any more, than what is 
necessary to answer the best- ends of a per- 
fect administration. Reason cannot tell how 
much pain ought to be endured, But it has 
appeared evident to most men, that although 
some degree of punishment follows sinful ac- 
tions in this life, yet men do not receive here 
a full retribution for their crimes, since some 
great transgressors are prosperous, and some 
of them die inthe commission of atrocious sins, 
This has furnished the strongest of all the ar- 
guments, which reason can discover, for a fu- 
ture state of rewards and punishments. In- 
deed, admit the fact that men are not 
rewarded and punished here, according to their 
respective deserts, and that conclusion is inevi- 
table, if God be just. But whatever may be 
said about ‘‘Mortal Deists,” &e. it is obvious 
to all who have a common share of discernment 
and impartiality, that crimes are, geaerally, pun- 


ished: inthis life,,acconding to their desert;. 


and hence, unless there is an express 7 evela- 
tion upon the subject, no man is under any 
moral obligation to believe in future punish- 
ment. Every thing which is stated concern- 
ing a future state, or its accidents, should be 
made a subject of direct scripture proof, and 
not of mere assertion or presumption. 

A secr hasrisen up, in our times and in our 
country, calling themselves Universalists, who 
receive the Bible as the word of God or the 
true record of divine truth, some of whom utter- 
ly deny that it teaches the doctrine of punish- 
ment in the future state. This is considered 
by many, as a phenomeron in the religious 
world: nor need we wonder at it, since it is 


/ known that from the apostacy of the Christian 


Church to the present time, “the religious 
world” has been mostly enlightened by the 
sooty tapers of Papa] dogmas,—hung round 
with the cob-webs of heathen superstition, with 
altars consecrated to infernal torments, and 
Priests and professors clad in the sack-cloth 
vestments of false gloomy doctrines. 

But the different ways in which the systems 
of the final salvation of all men, has been de- 
fended, need not now be considered; since, if 
it should be shown that, in some respects tts 
advocates have erred in opinions, the charita- 
ble conclusion would be, that they 1mbided 
their errors in the Protestant .church, trom 
which they seceded; as the first Protestant re- 
formers, brought with ihem many of the errors 
they had inbaled in the Church of Rome. 

But the leading arguments of their system 
were undeniable or irreiutable. They assert- 
ed, in the daylight of reason and revelation, 


moral Ruler of the universe, to create beings 
for endless misery, and wholly incompatible 
with his infinite goodness, and with all correct 
ideas of his self-existence and independent per- 
fect felicity; and those arguments never have 
been, and never can be, disproved or refuted. 
They have been assailed by all the art and 
sophistry of the wisdom of this world; but thes 
stand unmoved, as the pillars of Hercules. 
when lashed by the risen waters. 

The mercy or grace of God, revealed in the 
Gospel, is in perfect coincidence with his eter- 
nal goodness, justice and equity; for God loy- 
ed the world; gave Jesus to be the propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world—to taste death 
for every man—give himself a ransom for all— 
take away the sins of the world, and reconcile 
all things to God, wheiher they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven. Disprove these 
sublime facts, and you sap the very foundation 
ofthe Christian system. Remove this corner- 
stone, and the whole splendid temple will fall 
in ruins, like castles built in the air. 

No Universalist wishes mem to trust their 
eternal salvation on the criticisms of fallible 
men; but, on the plain, unqualificd promises of 
Ged. And all may know that, if “the word of 
God” fails not, then, the words everlasting and 
eternal when applied to punishment,cannot mean 
endless. Moreover,it has never been shown,that 
the twogrand topics of argument ,used by Univer- 
Satists, are incompatible with each other. For 
though inthe nature of things it would be unjust 
to punish men eternally,& there was no need for 
a Saviour to come into the world to die, to pre- 
vent the Almighty from doing an act of fragrant 
injustice, yet, his death was needed as a mani- 
festation of the love of God,—of immortality 
beyond the tomb, and for the accomplishment 
of all the grand objects of ancient promise and 
prediction. 

Universal salvation would not be effected with- 
out the means appointed of God, any more than 
partial salvation? If the death of Christ was 
necessary for the salvation of a part, only, 
would it be less so, for the salvation of the 
whole world? None but unblushing sophists 
would pretend it. And, as to the air-drawn, 
frightful pictures, presented by the heterodox 
clergy before children and persons of peculiar 
sensibilities, concernéng the absurdity of sup- 
posing that the daimned will be released from 
hell, on the score of strict justice, or, by hav- 
ing the Holy Ghost poured out there, we need 
only remark that, such a course of reasoning 
is founded on papal delusions and pagan super- 
stitions; as though a merciful God is under ob- 
ligation to adopt the expedients of ignorant and 
cruel men, in accomplishing his own benevo- 
lent plan. Let it be remembered that, accord- 
ing to tae clearest evidence of reason and reve- 
lation, punishment is employed as a means,— 
not as an end,—and is subservient to the lofty 
purposes of infinite, unborn benevolence; and, 
therefore, cannot be interminable. 

It being evident te every unprejudiced mind : 
that the punishment due to cach sin is limited, 
whether it. be as short as any one chooses to 


that it would be unjust and unmerciful in the! make it or not, suffering cagnot be perpetual, 
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unless it cam be shown that, those who leave 
this world unreconciled to God, will be contin- 
ually contracting .new guilt, in a future state. 
But this cannot be proved; since there is no 
more evidence from. scripture or reason, that 
men will continue to sin after the death of the 
body, than there is, that each human being was 
a sinner, or even a fallen angel, before he ex- 
isted in the world. Had it been a known fact 
that such would be the case, the inspired wri- 
ters would no more have neglected to reveal 
it, than they would the resurrection of the 
dead! Therefore, as we have no account 
whatever of ctiy rewards, except for “deeds 
done in the body,” all suppositions of sin in a 
future state, originate in the distressed systems, 
which need something more than reason and 
sevelation, to give them support. 

That no sin will be committed after the re- 
surrection to incorruption and immortality, is 


that state will be endless; and that this doctrine 
of endless punishment is one of the main items 
in the doctrine of the gospel, 
it is infidelity. But whether those who believe 
in limited punishment hereafter, generally be- 
lieve that this article of their faith is essential 
to christianity, or not, I am not informed — 
This call is made to those, and those only, 
who believe that the doctrine of future punish- 
ment is necessarily connected with christianity, 
so that a person cannot be a faithful follower 
of Christ, in principle and in practice, unless he 
believes it. 

That we may do tolerable justice to this sub- 
ject, it may be well to notice certain particu- 
lars, in which all christian denominations are 
agreed, and which all allow to belong to the 
system of the gospel of Christ, and institute the 
inquiry whether a future state of punishment 
is as plainly taught and enforced in the scrip- 


just as certain, as that purity is not impure, 
that eternal life will not die, or that the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is not fabulous and unfounded. 
And, until better evidence is produced for the 
continuance of sin and suffering in a world of 
immortality, than the supposition of systeim- 
makers, who, Jonah-like, would rather have 
immortals destroyed, than their own cruel doc- 
trines prove untrue, we are bound by every sa- 
cred tie of humanity and religion, to pity their 
delusions, and give their vagaries to the wind. 

No difficulties attend the Scripture doctrine 
of final, universal bliss. 'fhere is no need of 
human speculations, about the nature of the 
devil; the location and intenseness of hell; the 
degrees of guilty sufferings, and the like. Suf- 
fice it to say, death and hell, and sin and sa- 
tan, shall be destroyed; and there shall be no 
Mjore pain, when all things shall have been 
made new. Christ shall reign, till all unrecon- 
ciled beings are brought into moral subjection 
to him, even as he is morally subject to his 
Father. We cheerfully admit that sin will be 
punished according to the declarations of scrip- 
ture; but punishment is awarded by pure ben- 
evolence. And, unless the Creator of man, 
who cannot be disappointed, cruelly gave him 
existence for the purpose of making him infi- 
uitely miserable, the doctrine of unending tor- 
ments is radically false. But God did not cre- 
«ie to be miserable eternally, as that would be 
aa act, perfectly corresponding with the feel- 
ings and motives of an Almighty Demon. 

The doctrine of endless misery, as held bj 
Pagans, Mahometans, Papists and Protestants, 
has produced crime, hypocrisy, persecution and 
blood shed,.as every one knows, who has waded 
through the crimson pages of ecclesiastical history ; | 
aad from such a system we say, ““Good LoRD pE-| 
LIVER Us.” R. S. 
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A CALL 
On the attention of those who contend that the doc- 


trine of a Suture slate of punishment is essential 
io Chvistianity. 


In this call, I humbly desire to use perfect | 
fairness, and to be clearly understood, in reia 
tion to the object which I have in view. I 
well know that many who profess to believe in 
the final salyation of all men, do at the same 
{ime most seriously believe that there will bea 
state of moral discipline, in tire future world, 
and that punishment is not exclusively confined 
to this mortal state; while others, who maintain 
the doctrine of future retribution, believe that } 


|hot up, if so be that the dead rise not.” 


the punishment to be inflicted and endured in| 


tures as are those particulars, 

1. The existence of one supreme Creator 
and Ruler of the universe is believed by all de- 
noniinations of Christians. 
one God is taught by Moses, by all the pro- 
phets, by Jesus and all his apostles. But is 
the doctrine of a future state of punishment as 
clearly taught by Moses, by all the prophets, 
by Jesus and all his apostles? It is very cer- 
tain that this is not the case; and one simple 
matter of well known fact is sufficient to prove 
that it is not. There are many, who were edu- 
cated in the belief, that the doctrine of a fu- 
ture state of puuishment is taught in the scrip- 
tures, who have been led to search the scrip- 
tures, with much care and patience to ascer- 
tain whether this doctrine is, in fact a scripture 
doctrine, who have, after all their researches, 
been obliged, contrary to their educations and 
early prejudices, to come to the conclusion 
that no such doctrine is supported by the Bible; 
but never was there an individual who, by stu- 
dying the scriptures, came to the conclusion 
that they do not maintain the existence of Je- 
hovah. 

2. All professed Christians agree, that the 
scriptures abundantly maintain the belief of a 
divine inspiration according to the following 
passage. Heb. i. 1, 2, “God, who at sundry 
times, and in diverse manners, spake in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son;” 
and there is no contention respecting this mat- 
ter of acknowledged fact. But we ask the be- 
lievers in a future state of punishment whether 
the scriptures are as élear in support of this te- 
net as they are in vindicating the doctrine of 
divine inspiration? It is not expected that any 
one will contend for the affirmative of this 
question. 

3. There is no dispute among professed 
Christians respecting the fact of the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. Al} denominations seem.equally 
to embrace this as the foundation of the chris- 
tian faith, hope and religion, But wiil any one 
contend thatthe doctrine of a future state of 
punishment is as forcibly and as cleariy main- 
tained in the scriptures as is the doctrine of 
the resurrection of Jesus? On this subject St, 
Paul speaks as follows; “If Christ be not risen, 
then is our preaching vain, and your faith is 
also vain. Yea, and we are found false wit- 
nesses of God; because we have testified of 
God that he raised up Christ; whom he raised 
But 
do we meet with’ any language designed to 
teach the doctrine of a future retribution, that 
corresponds with these words of the apostle: 
Has this, or any other inspired auther, ever 


and that to deny | 


This doctrine of 


Fae. xe 


isaid; If the wicked are not 
state then is our preaching vain and-your faith 
is also vain. 
nesses of God; because we have testified that 
God will punish the wicked in another world,. 
whom he will not punish? It is very true that 
many, very many preachers of our times might, 
with much propriety use this kind of language 
respecting their own preaching; but then they 
are not inspired; and are thereiore not entitled 
ito the confidence which we place in the testi- 
‘mony of the apostle. : 

4. All denominations of Chrirtians agree 
that the religion of Christ requires men to love 
one another, and even to love their enemies, 
that they may be the children of our Pathe; 
who is in heaven; and St. Paul argues that 
though he had all other gifts and had not char- 
ity, he was but a “sounding brass and a tink- 
ling cymbal.” Let us here ask whether the 
doctrine of future punishment is as forcibly 
and as evidently vindicated in the Scriptures, 
as is this doctrine Concerning love and charity ? 
Is there any passage of scripture, which on a 
fair construction, amounts to as much as to 
say; though I speak with the tongues of men 
and of angels, and proclaim not the doctrine of 
a future state of punishment, I ain as sounding 
brass,-or a tinkling cymbal? And though 
have the gift of prophecy and understood all] 
mysteries, and believe not in future punish- 
ment, I am nothing. And though I bestow all 
my goods to feed the poor, and believe not in 
future punishment, I am nothing. The belief 
in future punishment never faileth, And now 
abideth charity, hope, and a belief in future 
punishment; but the greatest of these is this 
faith in future retribution? If this item, sa 
much contended for, be in fact indispensable in 
the religion of Christ, why should it not be 
found expressed in the foregoing strong and 
impressive language? Why did not St. Paut 
state this doctrine so plainly that its present 
advocates might find scripture language suffi- 
cient for its defence? And after having thus. 
stated it, proceed to give it as high an encom- 
ium as he bestowed on charity? Why did he 
not say, the doctrine and belief of a future 
state of sin and punishment for some of our fel-- 
low creatures, suffereth long, and is kind; it 
envieth not; it vaunteth not itself, is not puffed 
up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh 
not its own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no - 
evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in 
thetruth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureih all things and never 
faileth? Among most of Christian denomina- 
tions, in our day, this belief is as the new name 
in the white stone; with it any thing will do; 
Without it, nothing. 

5. A Christians / are united in the belief 
that life and immortality are brought to light 
through the gospel; and no one, who pretends 
to believe the christian religion, te!uses his as- 
sent to this glorious and heart-cheering doc- 
trine. But wiil any one. pretend that a future 
state of punishment is brought to hight through 
the gospel? Can we with safety contend that 
it is as necessary to believe in this tenet as in 
hfe and immortality, in order that we may en- 
Joy peace and rest in believing? 


To conclude: If we firmly believe in God, « 


and believe that he is our Father and un- 
changeable friend; if we believe that he hath 
revealed the counsels of his divine wisdom and 
iavor through his holy child Jesus, aid his de- 
termination to recencile all things to himself 
through his mediation; if we coidially embrace 
ihe precepts of the Saviour, and love God with 


Yea, and we are found false wit- _ 


| 
| 
At 
| 
| 
} 


punished in a future — J 
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all the heart and our neighbors as ourselves, | 
and exercise Jove and good will even to our 
enemies: if we believe that ‘‘as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,” 
in glory and immortality, must we be denied 
christian fellowship because we cannot find 
the doctrine ofa future state of sin and punish- 
ment laid down in the written word, nor feel 
the evidences of this doctrine to grow out of 
the spirit of Christ within us, or to be dictated 
by any of the virtues or duties commanded by 
our divine master? 

A hope is entertained that those, to whom 
this call is addressed, will give it a serious at- 
tention, and allow the queries here suggested 
the weight and consideration which their im- 
portance demand. It must be granted, on all 
hands, that the interest of christianity cannot 
be promoted by attaching a consequence to 


unessential opinions to the entire dissolution 


of fellowship and brotherly love. H. B. 


For the Universalist Magazing. 


A REQUEST. 


Ifany of the clergy, who are zealous in the 
cause of missions among heathen, will answer 
the following queries, the favor shall be duly 
acknowledged. 

1. In what respeet is the character of the 
christian’s god better than that of the gods 
whom the different heathen nations worship? 

2..In what respect are the terms of salva- 
tion, which are offered, in what is called the 
christian doctrine, better than those which are 
embraced in the doctrine of heathen nations ? 

3. In what respect is the heaven, in which 
missionaries believe, and which they promise 
to the heathen, on condition they embrace the 
religion of Christians, more desirable than that 
which the heathen now hope to obtain? 

4, Is the hell which missionaries hold up to 
the heathen, as an object of terror, to frighten 
them to a compliance with christianity, very 
different from the hell which the heathen gen- 
erally hope to escape by complying with the 
requirements of their religions? And if essen- 
tially different, which is the worst? 

5. In what respect are the morals, practised 
by professing christians, preferable to the mor- 
als practised by those called heathen, to whom 
our missionaries are sent? 

Ingenuous and true answers to the foregoing 
questions, together with such other information, 
respecting the general subject embraced by 
them, as may be thought proper to be commu- 
nicated, will be gratefully received by Ji. B. 


SYMPATHY. 


“Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 
with them thal weep.”,—Rom, xu. 15. 


We are made social creatures; it is there- 
fore, our duty to take a lively interest in each 
cther’s happiness. £Lvery thing which respects 
the comioit aud prosperity of others should be to 
usamatter of Joy. Nor should we be less ready 
to bear one another’s burdens and so full] the 
law of Christ. ‘It is a fact,” says Dr. Clarke, 
“attested by universal experience that, by sym- 

.pathy, aman may receive into his own aliection- 
ute feelings, a measure of the distress of his 
friend; aud that his friend dees find himseli re- 
lieved in the same proportion as the ether hasen- 
tered into his grief’? Sympathy is one of tice 
mnost pleasing, yet painful emotions of an intel- 
ligent mind. Tfuman mature uéver appears 


more elevated than when stooping with the ten- 
derest feelings to bear the sorrows of a fellow 
sufferer. We never feel the impotence of human 
laguage more than when we attempt to portray 
the soul under the influence of this most delicate 
and noble quality of our nature. Sympathy has 
a language of its own—it speaks to the heart— 
it is tender—it is touching—it is irresistible. 
Mild as the moon beam—penetrating as the 
electric fluid and cheering as the breath of heay- 
en. How cheerless and gloomy is the bosom 
where it enters not! Who could wish human 
life prolonged if shut out from a share in the 
sympathies of their fellow beings! It has a 
magic charm to extract the sting of human 
wo.—'Vhen sanctified by the spirit of piety it 
refines the affections of the heart, sooths the 
turmoil of anguish, dries the tear on sorrow’s 
cheek, brightens the countenance, and kindles 
in the soul the purest gratitude, love and devo- 
tion. ; 

True religion will make us more like our 
Divine and blessed Saviour, who was ‘touched 
with a sympathy within,” which led him to the 
place of mourning. There he groaned in spir- 
it, and the burdened heart felt relief. He 
wept; death relented and gave back his prey. 
He spake and the spirit returned to animate 
the clay. The hearts that.came to the grave 
burdened with sorrow returned bounding with 
joy. All who wept with them that wept, could 
now rejoice with them that rejoiced. 

Zion’s Herald. 


LEARN A TRADE. 
“He who has a Trade has an Estate.””—Frankiin. 


This is one of the many correct and judicious 
sayings of that truly great man, whose judg- 
ment of mankind was formed from experience, 
and whose writings are held up to the admira- 
tion of the world. 
als are to be found, or rules which, if attended 
to will eventually lead the unfortunate to re- 
pair their losses, overcome difficulties, and re- 
gain lost ground. The above is worthy of 
deep reflection, and speaks volumes of itself. 
It speaks a language that is easily understood; 
and many are they who will readily subscribe 
to its truth, who are now Jaboring in difficulty 
and distress, to procure the hard-earned pittance 
for daily’bread. 

Happy would it be (and how much misery 
avoided) if more of our youth were properly 
placed in situations congenial to their minds 
and genius, wherein they could learn the art 
of amniechanie. In this respect much judg- 
ment ought to be exercised, that a wrong turn 
be not given to the mind, but that a dace regard 
be had to the natural bent of genius. To 
thwart this is to destroy the pride and ambition; 
from which results disaffection, and often ruin. 
Whatever the fcelings of a parcnt.nay befor 
his child, his own experience will teach him 
the propriety of his son’s having a calling that 
enables hia to support not ‘only himself, but 
perhaps a family, 1 have seen the youag man 


[born te an affluent fortuwve, who was early ap- 


prenticed iv a respectable and scientific ma- 
chanic, to learn what is generally termed a 
irade. Although there was no apparent need 
of such a step—as the father was an indepen- 
dent man—stiil the old gentleman conceived. at 
was necessary, and olten made the ovbserva- 
tion, ‘‘that he who has a trade has an estate.” 
The young mau duly served his time, and be- 
came a complete master of hig trade, and this 
son bad the happiness to contribute to the ease 


No better maxims of mor-} 


and support of his truly respectable parent in 
his old age—(who had lost, through misfortune 
his immense property,)—and while performing 
this pleasing, sacred duty, his talents and in- 
dustry raised him to an enviable situation 
in life. Christ. Register. 


or QQiQ<e- 
What do you know about it? 


Uncle Josey was a peculiar man; he had 
been in the fierce contests of our revolution, 
and had followed the standard of Wayne on his 
Indian expedition—accordingly, with all his 
queerness, he was a most interesting old sol- 
dier. l remember well, how we little folks used 
to hang around him, as behind the. old~ stove, 
on winter evenings, he recounted, perhaps for 
the hundredth time, the scenes of war. 

_The old man is gone—he died a Christian 
soldier. One lesson I learnt from him, which 
I should never forget—never to utier about 
men or matters of life what I do not personally 
know. He was a bitter enemy to the Hearsay 
family. One question usually settled a matter 
with him, “What do you know about it?” His 
plan was to take nothing, for which the retailer 
would not consent to be responsible. Every 
article of news must be warranted. Would 
it not be of vast importance in society, if every 
man would think of this question—‘*What do 
you know about it??? How much scandal would 
be saved, how many dark surmises, how many 
unkind suspicions would be choaked in their 
birth. Ifwe would live comfortably in this busy 
telltale world, we must practise on the old gen- 
tleinen’s rule. —tbid. 


ON PROFANITY. 


Profane swearing is a vice so entirely without 
excuse, so low, so vulgar, so contemptible and 
so wicked, that it would be offering an insult 
to my young readers to suppose them ever guil- 
ty of it. But as this senseless vice is yet too 
prevalent among the extremely ignorant and 
abandoned, it is your duty to instruct by the 
purity of your example, and as it occasionally 
disgraces the convers on of a few persons, 
whose situation in life, und whose character in 
other respects might render their examples 
dangerous to you, a few cautionary remarks 
may not be improper. ; 

‘This odious practice is inconsistent with the 
character of a good citizen, because it hasa di- 
rect tendency to defeat the administration of 
justice and destroy the security of life, hberty 
and property. 

It is inconsistent with the character of a pat- 
riot, because it tends to demoralize and degrade 
us as a nation, aud prepare usto pull down the 
fair fabric of our freedom, and yield our necks to 
the yoke of the despot. 

It is inconsistent with the character of aman 
of sense, for such a man will always begin te 
doubt what is unnecessarily sworn to. 

It is inconsisteat with the character ofa gen- 
tleman, because it is adopting the manners o: the 
lowest vuigar, and an imsult to every eonuscien- 
tious man. ¢ 

It is inconsistent with the charaeter of a 
man of truth, for he must doubt his own word, 
who thinks it requires to be confirmed with an 
oath. 

It is inconsistent with the character of a mats 
of any species of religion, or sense of moral 
obligation, tor he who will continually express 
his contempt for the Supreme Ruler of the Uni- 
yerse, his creator, prescryer and benefactor, 
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will leave his fellow men in quiet possession of 


their property, their lives and reputation, from 
motives on which it is unreasonable to place 
much reliance. 

This vice is so totally repugnant to the chris- 
tian character that they are not willing to be 
named together. A swearing Christian is a 
solecism. We might as well talk of an honest 
knave, or an immoral patriot, 

, Stanstead, (L. C.) Colonist. 


From the (Boston) Daily Advertiser. 


THE STATUE OF WASHINGTON, 
“PATER PATRIE.”’ 


Look on that brow—’tis full of life— 
Of deep ennobling thought: 

The artist’s skill with magic rife, 
How true each feature wrought. 

Gaze on! the lofty mildness there, 
That marked his living mind, 

His calm yet fixed unwavering air, 
His love of all mankind, 

All giow divinely in that face, 
Portrayed with matchless skill, 
How well the stone in every trace 

Obeys thy sculptor’s will. 
x * * * 


Lo gathering round the noble form, 
Thy children greet and bless thee here; 
Thine was the soul, that mid the hurtling storm 
Still rose triumphant o’er tyrannic fear. 
The young, the brave, the good, the fair, 
Shall mingle in the loud acclaim: 
And tottering age shall wander there; 
And infant tongues shall lisp thy holy name. 
Millions shall crowd around thy shrine, 
Blest Father of the free! 
And ask in peril’s morn, the power divine 
To grant another guide like thee. 
But where are those, who by thy side 
Met danger’s doubtful day, 
Where are they now—thy hope—thy pride ?— 
The echoes answer—‘where are they!” 
My country’s pride; my country’s shame; 
Where are those valiant men? 
Time honored! have they still a name? 
“A name”! the echoce sound again. 
Alas ye claim them for your own, 
Dread poverty and woe! 
Who braved the battle storm alone 
When others fled the foe. 
And shall my country, in the day 
Of freedom they have won, 
Do nothing to uncloud the ray 
Of their declining sun? 
My country, wake your long, too Jong’ repose, 
Awake, be just, be true, 


_And bless the lingering days of those 


Who fought and bled for you. Prpro. 


A true friend may be forgiven, if in time of 
prosperity, he seem to neglect you, but he is 
not worth having who neglects you in distress— 
for it is then his duty comes on, when things 
go against you, te sustain and comfort you when 
you are in trouble, and to bear a part of your 
burden. * 

No man can tell, but he that loves his children 


how nmiany delicious accents make a man’s 
heart dance im the pretty conversations of 


_ those dear pledges—their childishness, thei: 


aiammering, their little angers, their innocence, 
their imperfections, their necessities, are so 
many little emanations of joy and comfcft, to 
him that delights in their persons and society. 
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Siro the (Philadelphia) Reeocaipe. 

STATE OF THE CHURCHES, 
The late New Yearly meeting of the Friends 
held in this city, [Philadelphia,] was very num- 


erously attended, and seems now permanently 
established as a Yearly Meeting, so that here- 


after there will be two Yearly Meetings of the 


Friends’ Society in this city, instead of one as 
heretofore. 

The Methodists are in a fair way to expe- 
rience much the same state of things among 
them, as has occurred in the Society of Friends, 
The arbitrary nature of their government, and 
the more arbitrary proceedings of some of their 
Preachers, Elders and Bishops, are beginning 
to give great dissatisfaction and uneasiness, 
which in all probability will result in producing 
two bodies in this now extensive denomination 
of people. 

Those who have power in their own hands, 
do not like to relinquish any part of it—and all 
men cannot see it mght to submit to the arbi- 
trary power and dictation of a few individuals, 

Two parties also among the Episcopalians, 
are plainly beginning to distinguish themselves, 
viz. the high church party and the moderate par- 
ty, or the evangelical and anti-evangelical par- 
ties. A misunderstanding has existed for some 
time, which seems likely to be increased 
by the late election of Mr. Onderdonk for as- 
sistant Bishop:in the diocese of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Onderdonk possesses high church piinci- 
ples, a large number of the opposite party, both 
ministers and laymen, presented a remonstrance 
with their signatures, to the ‘Bishops of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States of America,” against this consecration. 
Mr. Onderdonk has, notwithstanding, been 
consecrated, Among other reasons assigned 
against his consecration, were the following: 

‘Because improper means were used to pre- 
vent the attendance of one clergyman at least, 
at the Convention held in May last, who, if he 
had been present, would have voted with those 
that opposed the election of Mr, Onderdonk. 

“Because the Convention at Harrisburg re- 
fused, previous to the proceedings in relation 
to the election of an assistant Bishop, to admit 
into connexion, several churches, delegates 
from which were in attendance; and thus de- 
nied to the lay. members, representatives of 
those churches, the privilege of voting on the 
main question, or on previous questions. 

“Because of the conduct of the majority, in 
refusing to listen to any overtures for peace. 

‘“‘Because a majority of the officiating Pres- 
byters of the diocese did not concur in the elec- 
tion, as required by the second Canon of the 
General Convention. 

“Because we sincerely believe that the con- 
secration of the Rev. Dr. Onderdonk will be 
fraught with consequences prejudicial to the 
peace and prosperity of our church in this dio- 
cese, ae 

“Because the Rey. Dr. Onderdonk has man- 
ifested a spirit, since the Convention at Harris- 
burg, which forbids us to hope that he will ex- 
ercise the office of a Bishop to the honor oi 
God, the edifying of his church, or a Whole- 
some example to the flock of Christ.” 


From the Gospel Advocate. 


METHODISTS AGAINST THE PRESBYTERIANS. 


A Methodist Preacher in the Holston Con 
ference Messenger, in commenting on the Min 
ntes of the last General Assembly of the Pres: 


| byterian Church, makes the following remarks: 


“What does the Assembly mean by ‘ regular 
faithful ministers of Christ’? Is it notpretty 
evident, that by ‘regular faithful ministers of 
Christ,’ they mean nothing more nor less than 
Presbyterian? * * * * Do they not still 
firmly adhere to the principle which one of their 
preachers had the candor and independence to. 
acknowledge, ‘ that they do not regard the Me- 
thodists (and perhaps they had the same views 
of others) as a religious denomination, a regu- 
lar church; and because Methodist ministers 
are not classically learned, and regularly edu- 
cated, they do not recognize them as regular 
clergymen.’ Does not this principle, said to be 
held by all regular Presbyterians, fully account 
for the contemptuous manner in which they 
have treated us in this, and in former publi- 
cations. 

“The assembly speaks of ‘a travelling mis- 
sionary,’’? who now and then sows the seed of 
the kingdom? But what is here meant by 
‘ travelling missionaries? Do they mean those 
men that sometimes travel through our country 
calling themselves missionvries, who visit our 
largest towns, and most populous neighborhoods, 
on wages of from thirty to fifty dollars per 
month? 
Forked-Deer district, one of these pompous 
gentlemen, came into my circuit; but he went 
immediately to the most populous town in that 
part of the country, and after having preached 
there once or twice, poor wandering missiona- 
ry, he make his way to the next town or rich 
neighborhood he could meet with, and never 
pretended to visit the poorer and more destitute 
parts of my circuit at all. his, Sir, is only 
one among many instances with which you are 
not unacquainted. I have often been disgusted 


at seeing these pompous ‘ sons of Leyi’ parade 
through the western country, our most populous 
towns and neighborhoods, where christianity 
has been established for years—live on the very 
fat of the land while they stay, and then return 
eastwardly; and to make it appear that they 
have been doing something, besides receiving 
forty-dollars a month and living the fine gentle- 
man, they falsely represented our country as in 


‘a state of moral degradation, but .because the 


people possess independence enough not to 
cringe to them and bow at their shrine, and be- 
cause they will not blindly swallow the dogmas 
of Calvinism.”” 


Married in this City. 

By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Franklin Caldwell to Miss 
Elizabeth Fisher. 

By Rev. Dr. Gray, Mr. Thomas Allen to- 
Miss Deborah G. Shattuck. . 

In Malden, on Christmas evening, by Rey. 
T. Whittemore, Mr, Jonathan Baldwin, jun. to 
Miss Eliza Homer, both of Malden, 


Died in this City " 
Capt. Jesse Atwood, of Duxbury. Mr. Ed- 
mund Wecks, aged 53. Mis, Elizabeth Whit- 
more, aged 80. ue : 
In Gloucester, Mr. Jonathan Ober, 77.— 
Miss Esther Wheeler, 15. William, son of 
‘vir. Wm. Blachford, 3.. His death was occa- 
sioned by being scalled, by accidently upsetting 
a kettle of boiling water. Guleag 


in Roxbury, Mr. Charles Reed, aged 41. 


Just received and for Sale, a Sermon entitled ‘‘Re- 
conciliation of all Things,’ Gelivered by J.yman Mayn- 
ird, of Sherburne, Mass —Text, Luke xix. 10. Price 
121-2 cents. . 

Jual reseived and for sale at this office, a SERMON, the substance 
of which was delivered a! che Sd Pavish, in Gloucester, Mass, May 20, 
1827,—By Ezra Leound, Pastor. Prive 12 1-2. : ? 


te ae 


I recollect when I travelled in the- 


